| am bought back by God from slavery to fear, slavery to addiction, and slavery to 
poverty. You see, when | was born | was born to be a king, royalty. In the mind of God, 
this was who | was and this is who | am. | was in the mind of God excellence, until | 
arrived on earth. Once | was alive apart from the law; but when the commandment 
came, sin sprang to life and | died. | found that the very commandment that was 
intended to bring life actually brought death. For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by 
the commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me to death. ( 
Romans 7:9-11 NIV) this being of excellence quickly dwindled and faded away under the 
mandate of every human being, the law of sin and death. But when | found Christ or was 
found by Christ rather, sin died and | came to. 

Coming from living as a slave to sin one would ask is it plausible to begin living as a 
slave to righteousness? With God all things are possible! Something | applaud myself 
for is not sitting by passively and watching life happen to me and not doing anything 
about it. When a person is in the trenches of sin they are very limited as to options for 
becoming free without God. | got fed up with working of steps with a sponsor. | didn’t 
have a lot of confidence in the sponsor-sponsee relationship. | figured God is here | am 
here what hinders me from my freedom? Listening to people tell me “ how this thing 
works” when | am the disciple whom God loves. Their system and the way they 
approach helping others to become free is not doable. Because everyone is different. So 
it wasn't working. | decided to go to the throne of grace for myself. And what | 
discovered is; that it was indeed God's gift to me to become free from drugs. So much 


so that he had already made provision for me. When | ended up in this place and needed 


help. When | wasn't fit to live and wasn't ready to die. | went boldly to the throne of 
grace, for myself. What | discovered was there were a lot of lies keeping me bound to 
drugs. What the enemy uses. | discovered that | Was indeed powerless over them in that 
they told the truth. “We were powerless over addiction and our lives had become 
unmanageable.” ( N/A) All of these things that kept me bound were lies of not having 
what it takes to become free ( Low self-esteem) with threats of him ( the enemy) 
throwing up in my face the things | had done in addiction that were shameful. Even 
though a lot of the things | did were long ago it was like the enemy had them on 
stand-by to throw them in my face. And while | found it to be true that | was powerless 
over addiction. | discovered the blood of Jesus and the broken body of Jesus was not 
powerless over it. When | began to sup at the communion element table it was like the 
blood of Jesus had swept these enemies away and | was renewed. | found what makes 
every believer successful in their endeavors. The communion elements and the holy 
spirit. This was me becoming aggressive with the rulers of darkness and effectively 
sending them away. This is what handled the crack smoker in my life. 

16 Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you 
are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to righteousness? ( Romans 6:16 NIV) 

Given this, it makes sense to worship Yahweh because there is going to be something 
on the throne of our hearts. It’s just how we were built, A whole in the middle where 
Christ would soon occupy . When life begins to happen you do not know this. You will 


become victimized, by the things you willingly welcomed in as the objects of your 


affections. Things get off balance. And an unjust weight occurs. This is where idolatry 
comes from. These objects take the place that God wants to occupy. These Things 
don't deserve our worship, they are incompatible with our spirits. ( the holy spirit) “ 
Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive and gave 
gifts unto men.” ( Ephesians 4:8 KJV) 

It Says that “ No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue 
that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the 
servants of the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord” ( Isaiah 54:17 
KJV) Thinking the victory that we obtained was a victory over the external and not the 
internal. And if | have welcomed these things into my heart as the object of my affection 
it seems like it would take a more extensive work to get them off. Our troubles a lot of 
our troubles are of our own making, ignorantly allowing myself to compromise not 
knowing anything about a quality standard of living. Or just how powerful it is when | 
take into myself a highly addictive substance such as drugs. Not just drugs but food, 
television, sex, and shopping. These are things that will of a certainty bring an unjust 
weight into our lives. And so our hearts begin to demand that these things do more than 
they are built to do, and we welcome them in to do. There is a problem. We ignorantly 
begin to take in more of all of the above trying to meet the demands that our hearts 
place upon us. We find that they cannot satisfy on the level that we need the thing that 
would be in the middle of our life satisfy. In essence, we are telling these things come 
on | have welcomed you into the middle of my life. Surely you can do something 


serendipity something sensational. But they fail miserably. | found that when he said to 


have no other God before Him it was for my own good. These things can throw us into a 
frenzy and drive us crazy. We have gotten these things in the middle of our lives without 
the know-how to get them off. Scripture says these things will have a boomerang-like 
effect and instead of us enjoying these things as extracurricular activities they will turn 
on us they will seize the opportunity to have us literally bowing before them. It says that 
when you welcome unsavory things into our worlds as their servants we will become 
enslaved to them. One would think seeing | know they cannot meet the demands of my 
heart's desire | would get rid of them. instead of getting rid of them, | begin to take in 
more. It’s because a habit has formed, we'd do it now even if we didn't want to do it. | 
want to go back and piggyback on what | said earlier. How Christ ascended on high led 
Captivity captive and left gifts to men and how the work that Christ did for us was 
external. How can it play a part in our emotions thoughts and feelings? God is so 
faithful. When he saved us he put us back in a state of excellence. And how he saw us in 
the beginning is how he sees us now being saved by faith in his son Jesus. No wait | 
take that back; he sees us better than when in the beginning because today he sees us 
as his son Jesus. Someone may Say yeah, that's fine and good but that doesn't change 
the fact that | have done some things that | cannot shake. | was once tormented by the 
things | had done. When | decided to give myself to the Lord 100 percent. When | would 
confess the things | did when the enemy began to remind me of those things | owned 
them. | didn’t deny it, | confessed them and repented of doing them. These things began 
to disappear. You see | was saved and had welcomed in my heart these things that were 


nt 


highly addictive. One would say “ he knew better, no better for him” “ he is getting what 


he deserves.” |am so glad God is God and not people. He had mercy upon me and put 
me back together again from the place of having these other things in my heart had left 
me. A “mental patient.” peace came into my life, and the joy of my youth was restored. 
(the joy of salvation) | am not my own anymore | have been bought back. | got my 


miracle. | got another chance to live life. To God Be the glory, Tyler Mitchell 


